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Youth organisations in Gwynedd including the Urdd (above), Young Farmers’ C
and Scouts and Guides (right) are working with county council youth services to improve and
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co-ordinate the activities on offer for young people

Clubbing together
to get youth active

By HYWEL TREWYN
THOUSANDS of Gwinedd voungsters
will benefir from more activities as part
of moves to modernise the
youth clubs and services

The VARG MOTE VOLIESIeTs
aged 1110 1o join in youth club activities
- hoth in urban and rural arcas - pro
moting sports and culture as well as
developing life <kills, ream <k and
entreprencurship,

A Guwynedd Council Improvement
s Group wants 1o develop
stronger links between vouths, clubs and
i stablish a new image

countvs

and rebranding

The move follows a survev of services
in the county and a questionnaire cir-
culated among secondary school pupils
and colleges

The group has held meetings with
organisations such as the Urdd, Young
Farmers, Guides and Scouts with the aim
in pan

g

COUNTY SERVICE TO

WORK WITH URDD,
YFC AND SCOUTING

One of the group's main recommend-
atons is 1o restructure its activities on
five areas:  Tvwyn/Dolgellaw/y  Bal
Porthmadog/Tfestiniog, Pwilheli/L
Caernarfon/Nanulle/ Peris
Bangor/Ogwen

Ihe group recommends focusing on

seven arcas of need - Maesgeirchen,
Bangor; Peblig, Cacrnarfon; Talysarn and
Nantlle, Pwilheli, Pen Ilyn. Blaenau

Flestintog and Barmouth

A report by group chairman, Felinheli
councillor Sian Gwenllian said one of the
service’s strengths was having one of the
highest percentages of membership in

Wales together with commirted and en
thusiastic workers

ng weaknesses were a shortage of
vouths older than 16 and wo many build-
ings to maintain.

Ms Gwenllian said: “We hope to pull
evervbody together in a clearer way with
the emphasis on voung people. We will
be re-branding the service and creating a
new image which will appeal to young
!‘L'UF‘!U

“We have worked together with club
leaders and various organisations such as
Plas Menai and secondary schools
challenge will be to reach out to

voung people who are on the { ‘riphery
and offer more activities for them,” she
.|lh.il'li

Gwynedd's vouth service has a £1.3m

budger - the same as other rural counties
It has 51 vouth clubs. 2500 members,
between 12410, 1t has five tull-time vouth
workers, three schools vouth workers,

one bus worker, 152 trained part-time
workers and three office stafT,

Added ro that, the Urdd and
Farmers receive £67,500, e oy four
officers, use 05 volunteers, run 26 groups
with 960 members.,

The service manages nine vou
centres with 35 clubs mecting in vill
halls, six in schools and one in o leisure
centre. The service is also responsible for
13 other buildings

The group’s recommendations have
already been accepted by Guynedd's
Children and Young People Scrutin
Commirtee and will now be acted on
over the next three v

hyweltrewyn@dailypost.co.uk

Young
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