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We are currently preparing to contact septic tank owners across Wales to ask them to 
register with us.      
  
If you have a septic tank you will need to register it with us by 31 December 2011. 
  
You can also help by making sure your members, colleagues, and neighbours are all 
aware of this requirement. 
  
The need to register is part of environmental regulations for both England and Wales, 
introduced in 2010.  
  
Poorly maintained septic tanks are contributing to poor water quality in rivers, lakes and 
coastal waters. There is also a danger that pollution from septic tanks could contaminate 
private water supplies from wells, boreholes and springs. 
  
 
By knowing the location of septic tanks, we can check for any that are poorly maintained that 
could be the cause of pollution.  
  
In Wales, for the majority of people, registration is a simple, free of charge process and a 
one off requirement. You can register on our website or call 03708 506 506 and ask to speak 
to an advisor.  
  
 
Single properties with up to 9 occupants should qualify for an exemption. However, 
for  larger septic tanks or those that discharge in a sensitive area (less than 3% of the septic 
tanks in Wales) there may be a £125 charge, as they will need a permit. 
  
 
By law, people need to register by 31 December 2011, but in practice, the Agency will not 
consider taking enforcement action against people who have not registered until after 30 
June 2012. 
  
Anyone who is unaware of the requirement would always be given the opportunity to register 
or obtain a permit first. 
  
Further information is available on our website. 
 Mwy o wybodaeth / Find out more 
  www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
                                                                           
 


